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Tilapia trends 2008-2011 



China tilapia exports 

2007 2008 2009 2008 2009 2010
USA 122 118.6 134.4 50.8 55.6 66.5
Mexico 39.3 36.5 36.2 17.9 17.5 21.4
Russia 19.3 17.1 21.9 9.4 10.3 9.9
Israel 4.1 4.2 6.6 1.3 1.8 2.8
Germany 1.2 1.7 2 0.8 0.8 1.3
Hong	Kong 1.5 0.3 1.1 0.2 0.3 0.6
Belgium 1.4 2.3 1.6 0.8 0.7 1.1
Puerto	Rico 1.3 1.7 1.2 0.6 0.6 0.7
Dominican	Rep 1.4 0.5 1 0.1 0.6 0.6
Canada 0.7 0.6 2.4 0.3 0.8 1.1
Others 23 40.9 49.7 14.1 14.2 31.3
Total 215.2 224.4 258.1 96.3 103.2 137.3

Source:	Chinese	export	statistics,	Globefish,	Infoyu

Jan	to	Dec Jan	to	Jun

Tilapia	exports	from	China	by	destination
(MT	'000)



Main tilapia markets 

 US still the most important tilapia market for 
fresh and frozen fillets 

 Europe slowly developing market for frozen 
fillets 

o More competition from other species (Pangasius) 

 

 



Per Capita tilapia consumption in the 
US 

Species lbs Species lbs Species lbs Species lbs Species lbs
1 Shrimp 3.400     Shrimp 3.700     Shrimp 4.000     Shrimp 4.200     Shrimp 4.100     

2 Canned tuna 2.900     Canned tuna 3.100     Canned tuna 3.400     Canned tuna 3.300     Canned tuna 3.100     

3 Salmon 2.023     Salmon 2.021     Salmon 2.219     Salmon 2.154     Salmon 2.430     

4 Pollock 1.207     Pollock 1.557     Pollock 1.706     Pollock 1.277     Pollock 1.468     

5 Catfish 1.044     Catfish 1.103     Catfish 1.137     Catfish 1.091     Catfish 1.025     

6 Cod 0.557     Cod 0.658     Cod 0.644     Tilapia 0.696     Tilapia 0.848     

7 Clams 0.465     Crabs 0.568     Crabs 0.609     Crabs 0.626     Crabs 0.643     

8 Crabs 0.437     Clams 0.545     Tilapia 0.541     Cod 0.603     Cod 0.572     

9 Flatfish 0.387     Tilapia 0.401     Clams 0.525     Clams 0.471     Clams 0.435     

10 Tilapia 0.348     Flatfish 0.317     Scallops 0.330     Flatfish 0.332     Flatfish 0.366     

Top Ten Seafoods Items in the United States
per capita consumption (lbs edible weight per person per year)

20052004200320022001
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Per Capita tilapia consumption in the 
US 

Species lbs Species lbs Species lbs Species lbs Species lbs
1 Shrimp 4.400      Shrimp 4.100      Shrimp 4.100      Shrimp 4.100      Shrimp 4.000      

2 Canned tuna 2.900      Canned tuna 2.700      Canned tuna 2.800      Canned tuna 2.500      Canned tuna 2.700      

3 Salmon 2.026      Salmon 2.364      Salmon 1.840      Salmon 2.040      Salmon 1.999      

4 Pollock 1.639      Pollock 1.730      Pollock 1.340      Pollock 1.450      Tilapia 1.450      

5 Tilapia 0.996      Tilapia 1.142      Tilapia 1.190      Tilapia 1.200      Pollock 1.192      

6 Catfish 0.969      Catfish 0.876      Catfish 0.920      Catfish 0.840      Catfish 0.800      

7 Crabs 0.664      Crabs 0.679      Crabs 0.610      Crabs 0.594      Crabs 0.573      

8 Cod 0.505      Cod 0.465      Cod 0.440      Cod 0.419      Cod 0.463      

9 Clams 0.440      Clams 0.449      Flatfish 0.430      Clams 0.413      Pangasius 0.405      

10 Scallops 0.305      Flatfish 0.319      Clams 0.420      Pangasius 0.356      Clams 0.341      

Top Ten Seafoods Items in the United States

Rank

per capita consumption (lbs edible weight per person per year)

2009 20092006 2007 2008



Frozen tilapia imports in the US 
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Frozen tilapia imports in the US 



Frozen tilapia imports in the US 

89,5% 

7,1% 
3,4% 

Frozen YTD 2011 (to Jul) 

China 

Indonesia 

Other 



Frozen tilapia prices in the US 
Aquaculture Insider's Report  

September 2011 Data from: July-11

Aquaculture Insider's Report Page 15 September 2011

Frozen Tilapia Fillet Price Trends - China and Taiwan

Source: Urner Barry Source: Urner Barry

Source: Urner Barry Source: Urner Barry

Avg. Frozen Tilapia Fillet Avg Price Trends vs. Total Frozen Fillet Volume

Source: U.S. Census, Urner Barry
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Although the market had been dropping gradually through August thanks to lower replacement costs since May, 
many importers have recently reported increasing offerings from overseas. As a result, many importers have refrained 
from pricing competitively in the U.S. spot market given the uncertainty of rising prices in the upcoming months. 
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September 2011 Data from: July-11

Aquaculture Insider's Report Page 15 September 2011

Frozen Tilapia Fillet Price Trends - China and Taiwan

Source: Urner Barry Source: Urner Barry
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Avg. Frozen Tilapia Fillet Avg Price Trends vs. Total Frozen Fillet Volume

Source: U.S. Census, Urner Barry
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Although the market had been dropping gradually through August thanks to lower replacement costs since May, 
many importers have recently reported increasing offerings from overseas. As a result, many importers have refrained 
from pricing competitively in the U.S. spot market given the uncertainty of rising prices in the upcoming months. 
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Fresh tilapia imports in the US 
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Fresh tilapia imports in the US 



Fresh tilapia imports in the US 

31,6% 

31,8% 

25,3% 

8,4% 2,9% 

Fresh YTD 2011 (to Jul) 

Ecuador 

Honduras 

Costa Rica 

Colombia 

Other 



Fresh tilapia prices in the US 
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Source: USDC

U.S. Census Data from Costa Rica under "Fresh Tilapia Fillets" and "Marine Fish NSPF Fillet Fresh"

Commentary

Source: Urner Barry

September 2011 Data from: July-11

Fresh Tilapia Fillet Price Trends - C&SA

Source: Urner Barry
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Fresh Tilapia Fillets

139,187 112,483

Marine Fish NSPF Fillet Fresh

2008 2009 2010 2011

100,647 99,884 94,877 56,526

102,677 52,996 54,114 1,032,604

206,600 76,654

192,839 125,986 179,845 78,442

80,896 104,033 85,807 1,019,586

85,256 97,580 83,019

90,351 112,884 62,452 1,158,275

59,429 92,086 50,854 1,181,904

171,712 151,167 75,364

116,416 100,957 101,912

65,878 95,552 39,811

89,851 122,662 84,901

1,022,595

1,053,399

1,051,040 1,070,229

1,081,552 1,158,079 548,431 109,432 100,050 104,936 657,713

107,928 105,689 93,296

When speaking of imports from Costa Rica alone, the 2011 YTD figure is 0.61% lower than that of 2010, leaving imports from this country virtually 
unchanged. Imports from Ecuador are also on par with those registered a year ago on a YTYD basis. Only Honduras has managed to increase its 
shipments of fresh tilapia fillets to the U.S. by more than 16% and ranks as the top supplying country for this commodity.  
 
On market terms, upward pricing pressure has been noted as feed costs continue to be passed on, with larger sized fillets experiencing a hike in 
August. The undertone is full steady.  
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When speaking of imports from Costa Rica alone, the 2011 YTD figure is 0.61% lower than that of 2010, leaving imports from this country virtually 
unchanged. Imports from Ecuador are also on par with those registered a year ago on a YTYD basis. Only Honduras has managed to increase its 
shipments of fresh tilapia fillets to the U.S. by more than 16% and ranks as the top supplying country for this commodity.  
 
On market terms, upward pricing pressure has been noted as feed costs continue to be passed on, with larger sized fillets experiencing a hike in 
August. The undertone is full steady.  
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Issues related to tilapia market 

 Refreshing of frozen CO treated fillets from 
Chine continues to be a mayor issue 

 

 



Frozen tilapia outlook 

 China continues to be a seasonal producer 

 Due to reduced supply by China, there is 
pressure for higher prices 

 

 



Fresh tilapia outlook 

 Production to remain below normal levels 
(about 100,000 lbs per week) at least until 
after lent 2011 

 Prices will probably see additional increases in 
H1 2012 

 Demand in 2012: 
o 15% above average during first 4 months of year 

o 15% below average during summer 

o At about average during last 4 months of the year 


